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DRAFT RESOLUTION XV-16

Submitted by Libya

Regional Centre for the Management of Shared Groundwater Resources under the auspices of UNESCO and WMO

The Intergovernmental Council of the International Hydrological Programme of UNESCO

	Noting
	i) that water scarcity in most countries implies a serious threat to sustainable and balanced socio-economic growth,

ii) the increasing dependence on groundwater resources and in particular the development of shared groundwater resources, which require more emphasis on their study and assessment,



	Acknowledging
	that for more than three decades Libya has been very active in cooperating with neighbouring countries for establishing joint management regulations with the assistance from international organizations and at present all shared aquifers in Libya are being subject of management through joint commissions, bilateral and multilateral committees and joint regional study projects,



	Noting with satisfaction
	that Libya proposes to create  and to host in Tripoli an International Centre for the Management of Shared Groundwater Resources under the auspices of UNESCO with the aim of:

i)
coordinating with IGRAC,

ii)
assisting countries to implement joint management through the strengthening of their respective institutions, building capacities, raising awareness, encouraging investment and supportive legal frameworks,

iii)
conducting inventories of shared aquifers following the guidelines of the ISARM framework document,

iv) preparing policy guidelines for sound and sustainable development of shared aquifers,



	Requests
	UNESCO’s assistance in preparing the documentation to be submitted to the governing bodies of UNESCO towards the implementation of this Centre according to 21 C/36 Section B(ii),



	Invites
	Member States and in particular the existing UNESCO networks which address groundwater issues, especially at the regional level, to lend active support to the proposed Centre.
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