REPORT OF ISARM WORKSHOP HELD DURING THE IAH XXXIII CONGRESS IN MAR DE PLATA, 24 OCTOOBER 2002

Sponsoring agencies:

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization – UNESCO

Internationally Shared Aquifer Resources Management Programme – ISARM

International Association of Hydrogeologists – AIH 

Associación Lantinoamericana de Hidrogeólogos – ALHSUD 

Mar del Plata, Argentina, October 21 to 25, 2002.

Workshop on Regional Aquifers

A workshop on Regional Aquifers, under The Internationally Shared (Transboundary) Aquifer Resources Management Programme - ISARM, took place in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on October 24, 2002, jointly the XXXIII International Association of Hydrogeologists – AIH and VI Latin American Association of Hydrogeologists - ALHSUD Congresses. Over 45 participants from Latin America and other regions took part in the workshop and the discussions.

Mrs. Alicia Aureli, UNESCO’s Coordinator of ISARM and International Hydrology Programme – IHP-VI Project 2.2 and Ofelia Tujchneider, representative of the IHP focal point in Argentina, opened the session and invited Mr. Shammy Puri, to coordinate the workshop. Mr. Puri invited Mr. Nelson da Franca Ribeiro dos Anjos, Principal Specialist on Water Resources of the Organization of American States - OAS, to led the discussions and Mr. Luiz Amore, National Coordinator of the Guarani Aquifer Project (Brazil), to be “rapporteur” of the Workshop.

Mr. Puri presented the main objectives of the ISARM Program and the report “A Framework Document on the Internationally Shared (Transboundary) Aquifer Resources Management: Their significance and sustainable management”. Mr. Puri underlined dynamical aspects of the presented document and the ISARM Programme and Mr. Nelson da Franca related the agreed collaboration term between OAS and UNESCO intended to implement the ISARM Programme in the Americas. After his presentation, Mr. Puri invited two experts to present some case-studies around the world.

The first was presented by Mrs. E. Havas-Szilágyi, from The Ministry of Environment and Water of Hungary, on manageable aspects of the Aggetelek-Slovak karst aquifer, and the second one by Mrs. Zsuzsa Buzáz, on the Inventory of Transboundary Groundwater in Europe and methodological aspects. 

In order to identify transboundary aquifers in the Americas, it was agreed between Mr. Puri and Mr. Nelson da Franca four main aspects to be covered by the workshop discussion: (i) coordination; (ii) inventory methodologies, (iii) information flux strategy, and (iv) a reliable schedule. 

After the discussions the following conclusions were agreed:

(i) Coordination: Mr. Nelson da Franca will be the ISARM Coordinator to the implementation of the programme in the Americas;

(ii) Inventory methodologies: Despite of the dimension’s differences between South American and European aquifers, it was agreed that the “Inventory of Transboundary Groundwater (report 1)” will be the methodology to start the ISARM Program in America;

(iii) Information flux strategy: It was agreed that all information flux will be based on the UNESCO’s IHP focal points and the Inter American Water Resources Network – IWNP and the IAH Vice Chairs for Latin America, Central America & N America. Each national & regional focal point will be invited to nominate some specialist to contribute to the necessary activities;

(iv) Reliable schedule: One-year-activity calendar was agreed: definition of the expert of the IHP’ focal points to cooperate with the program in each country (2 months); aquifers identification using the existing hydrogeological maps (North, Central and South Americas) and all available information (3 months); beginning of the inventory by sending the form of the proposed methodology to be filled by each country (3 months); TARM/ISARM workshop in Peru (during the Peruvian National Geological Congress), preparation and realization (4 months).

The discussion pointed out some important aspects to be considered:

(i) The experience of the on going projects in the region, e.g. Transboundary Guarani Aquifer System (Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay), Toba Aquifer in the Bermejo River Basin (Argentina and Bolivia);

(ii) Identification of adequate scale aquifer approach to each development;

(iii) Focus on the aquifer body and related system, considering recharge, flux and discharge areas;

(iv) The assess of significance of each American aquifer;

(v) Dissemination of all information through the existing network;

(vi) The possible cooperation to the Kyoto aquifer meeting.

After all discussions and conclusions achieved, Mr. Puri thank all participants and announced that a short report will be sent to all participants as soon as possible in order to define new steps on the achieved the established agreements and further procedures in order to define all important American aquifers, from Alaska to Chile.   

REPORT PREPARED BY DR LUIZ AMORE, SECRETARY OF GUARANI AQUIFER PROGRAMME.

For more information, please contact Shammy Puri on ShammyPuri@aol.com or A.Aureli@unesco.org 

