Launch of the African Initiative on

Internationally Shared aquifer Resources Management (ISARM) 

A large number of participants from 30 countries, regional and international organisations and associations attended the

International Workshop on

Managing Shared Aquifers Resources in Africa
2nd to 4th June 2002, Tripoli

Recommendations

Bearing in mind the Declaration of African Ministers responsible for Water Resources at the International Conference on Freshwater in Bonn, Germany, 3 to 7 December 2001; and the Abuja Ministerial Declaration on Water – A Key to Sustainable Development in Africa, made at the Launch of the African Ministerial Conference on Water (AMCOW) in Abuja, Nigeria, 29-30 April 2002; and

Considering the Statement of the Tripoli International Conference 1999, related to the management of shared aquifers, 

We, the participants in this Workshop, recognize that:

- Water scarcity in most African countries implies a serious threat to sustainable and balanced socio economic growth. However, the region is endowed with, large, and for many parts under-utilized, groundwater resources, often the only source for fresh water, which are shared by two or more countries,

- There is growing demand for water resources but there is limitation of current management, arising from limited financial resources, lack of awareness and inadequate appreciation of the role of groundwater in national and regional development,

- This workshop marks a clear milestone, demonstrating the extent to which shared aquifer resources are able to contribute to human development, alleviation of poverty and improved food security.

- The Internationally Shared Aquifer Resources Management (ISARM) initiative is an useful step towards the coordination of efforts on shared groundwater resources.  

We the participants consider that: 

- To benefit from the value of these resources, countries sharing them should be encouraged to negotiate and  implement joint or coordinated  management programmes and measures, through the strengthening of their respective institutions, building capacities, raising awareness, encouraging investments and supportive legal frameworks,

- Any regional integrated water resources policy and programme should include groundwater resources and pay attention to shared aquifers. 

We recommend that:

A
The shared aquifers of Africa be inventoried, with the assistance of the countries concerned and with the participation of related regional and international organizations 

B
Consideration be given to the usefulness of developing policy guidelines for sound and sustainable development of shared aquifers, including the establishment and application of operational Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) procedures for protection and monitoring of shared aquifers, 

C
The African Initiative on  Internationally Shared Aquifer Resources Management (ISARM), and relevant activities, should draw on the existing experience in Africa and make use and develop the manpower resources available at regional and national levels 

D
UNESCO, FAO, UNECE, UNECA, UNESCWA, IAEA, UNEP and other United Nations agencies should support, with the means at their disposal, the Shared Aquifer Resources Management (ISARM) African Initiative  

E
Donors should be encouraged to lend their support to African Countries and regional institutions to conduct the assessment and improve the management of African Shared Aquifer Systems

We further recommend that:

F 
The profile of shared aquifers should be raised high on the agenda of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, September 2002 and at the 3rd World Water Forum, Kyoto, March 2003 

G 
The assessment of the shared aquifer resources in Africa including demand, uses and mitigation of risk should be incorporated in the UN World Water Assessment Programme

H
The above recommendations should be brought to the attention of the African Ministers through the NEPAD and that the African ISARM initiative should be included in the AMCOW process.

